
Needle and Bitch 

 

Anarcha feminist and DIY handmade crafts collective. 

 

Who are we? 

Needle n Bitch is a safe space for wmyn/men/trans or what ever your sex and sex orientation is. 

Not only a physical space, but also a place, situation, and condition we create to provide safe, 

secure, and comfort feeling for anyone who are not able to access it in this sexist, patriarchy, and 

homophobic society. Needle n‟ Bitch focuses more on wmyn, personal and sexuality issues.  

 

Needle n‟ Bitch is an effort, initiative, and spirit to create more friendly and safe space among our 

little „society‟. We invite friends to support these issues and participate actively, together hand in 

hand building solidarity.  

 

Needle n‟ Bitch also the label of our DIY re-cycle handmade which we create to support our 

collective needs since we stand autonomously without support from NGO‟s or other funding. We 

made hand made re-cycle crafts such as bags, pouch, note book, journal, bum bag, apron, patches, 

tees, etc with re-used materials (fabrics and papers). We also use these crafts to campaign our 

issues and send information. 

 

Why Needle n‟ Bitch? 

Some friends asked us about the word „bitch‟ we use, most of them feel offended and un-comfort 

with the word because it contain negative meaning. But we have to say proudly “Yeah we‟re 

those bitch”. In our society, wmyn with tattoo, smoking, dress what ever we like, not married, 

share house together with men, will directly and easily judge as BITCH. We try to deconstruct 

those perspectives by showing that these bitches have something more than you thought.  

  

Why we need safe space? 

It is obvious for us who‟ve treated as „second‟ sex in the middle of discriminative, patriarchy, and 

sexist society, every single word and act we take were harassed, ignored, mis-understood, 

discriminated, etc.  Generally we are facing constant, structural and systematical repression in our 

life which came in many forms and layers. We‟re seen as unimportant being, helpless, powerless. 

It‟s very difficult for us to express our self, to show our emotion, passion, feeling, and honest 

without feeling insecure, dominated, and repressed. We are forced to obey and follow the 

„standard‟ and „normality‟ which created by the society, culture, state, advertisement, religion, 

and capitalist. 

 

Our space is not for wmyn only, who ever you are; men, women, transgender, what ever your 

sexual orientation and preference is; hetero, gay, bisexual, mono, poly, etc, you are welcome to 

share with us. You can express your mind and feeling freely and open, express your experiences, 

thoughts, opinion, ideas or what ever that you‟ve kept inside and not able to deliberate in other 

place because you‟ve been judge as immoral, sinner, not normal, freak. 

 



We are using skill share as one medium to learn together such as sewing, craft, screen printing 

and anything with DIY culture. We talks and discuss various issues starting from feelings, 

politics, sexuality, anger, and bed. 

 

We also held discussions, campaign, workshops, information distribution about gender 

awareness, health, sexuality, through various medium. 

 

Why hand made and re-used? 

Main material of our crafts come from re-used material that we collect from various sources such 

as sewing or tailor shop, photo copy and printing shop, friend‟s offices, also from „waste shop‟, and 

we do it all by our self. This is a critique and direct act upon the consumerism and instant world 

we live in today. We don‟t want to contribute more in this capitalist system and don‟t want to 

contribute more in environmental problems comes from products. 

 

Activities: 

- Crafts production and distribution with wmyn‟s, sexuality, body authority, DIY culture, 

and politics issues. 

- Info sheet; in each craft we create, we include some information such as menstrual 

calendar, safe abortion hotline. 

- Bitching; skill shares together with discussion about sexuality, relationship, politic. Etc 

- Tabling; selling our crafts and mobile library in various events or in public spaces 

- Workshops; free skill share in events or communities. 

- Zine and flyers; we‟ve made „Sister Be Strong‟ zine, a compilation of personal stories from 

friends with sexual abusive and repression experiences, struggles to defend their rights on 

their body and autonomous decision.  

- Translation of closed related issues into Indonesian language. 

- Street events and campaigns (film screening, workshop on sexuality issues, skill shares, 

discussion, exhibition, postering, etc). 

- Self Defense class. 

- Crafty Queer. 

- Unplanned Pregnancy helpline 

 

Some experiences. 

Along the way, our house become second house for some friends who dealt with serious domestic 

situation (physical and physiological violence), they came to get emotional support and 

empowerment through talks, information, also skill shares. We feel that this is very important 

situation and process for us here because most of friends who dealt with such situation were 

ashamed and afraid, feeling lonely and have no support.  

 

Thanks for your solidarity!!! 

 

Needle n‟ Bitch believe every individual is cool without gender stereotyping 

Needle n‟ Bitch believe every individual is sexy without consumptive 

Needle n‟ Bitch believe every individual have free autonomy over their own body 



Needle n‟ Bitch believes every individual is a rebel! 

 

Get in touch with us 

E: needleandbitch@riseup.net/instituta@alphabetthreat.co.uk 

FB: needleandbitch@riseup.net 

Web: needleandbitch.org (on progress) 

 

Free zine download: (English version) 

http://www.4shared.com/office/IVniWmAu/Sister_be_Strong-ENG-0_read.html 

http://www.4shared.com/office/Z1NKfPuj/Sister_be_Strong-IND-0_print.html 
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